July 2003

European directive on Pesticides and Weed control products

Key points:

— EU directive will outlaw more than 80 weed control products that are
currently in use from 1% January 2004.

— The disposal of these hazardous waste products will fall on the local
authorities

— As it will be illegal to keep these products, councils will have to take
them away as hazardous waste and authorities may need to revise
COSHH assessments to bring them into line.

1. Introduction
This short briefing seeks to make local authorities aware of the above EU
directive. The directive will outlaw more than 80 control products that are

currently on sale.
More importantly the disposal of these hazardous waste products will fall on

the local authorities. The indications from the media (The Guardian, 8 July

2003) are that many authorities are unaware of their new responsibilities.
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2. Main points from the Directive

— From 24 July, the sale to the public of many lawn feed and weed Kkiller
products will be banned.

— From 24 December, this ban will be extended to all gardeners who
store these products

— From 1 January 2004, it will become illegal to use these products

— In the UK a total of 31 substances will be withdrawn affecting 81
garden products and 130 used in market gardening by local authorities

— The products include any that contain popular ingredients such as

dichlorprop, Trifoline and tar acids.

The majority of products being banned contain chemicals used as selective
weed and moss Kkillers on lawns, nettles and for the destruction of other
unwanted plants. Many have been in use for more than 20 years, but were
introduced when stringent safety tests were not required. Manufacturers have
been given the choice of having the chemicals tested to meet modern
standards or withdrawing then from sale. As the cost of testing is in the
region of £2.5 million each, almost half of the 905 chemicals covered by the

directive are being withdrawn.

Normally there is a two-year use up period for products, which are taken off
the market, giving distributors and growers chance to avoid expensive
disposal costs. For products disappearing as part of the EU Review process,
however, that use up time has been reduced to just five months. Worst hit will
be the horticultural sector where alternatives are currently few and far
between. From January 1 as it will be illegal to keep these products, councils
will have to take them away as hazardous waste and authorities may need to

revise COSHH assessments to bring them into line.
3. Summary

The aim of this briefing is to make member authorities aware of the directive

to enable them to prepare. A further survey by the Crop Protection
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Association of 24 authorities found that none had made any provision and all

but one was aware of their responsibilities.
The Association would like to hear from any members who have put in place

proposals to either find alternatives to using these pesticides or have

arrangements for their safe disposal.

EU Directive on Pesticides.doc 3



	European directive on Pesticides and Weed control products



